Theory Of Knowledge-Juniors 





Spring 2017  

Analyzing Knowledge Questions of an Ethics Issue
Semester Final:  Class Presentation

To be presented on May 11-19 as assigned
Find a current event which presents a clear ethical issue. Focus on written article(s) which discuss(es) this current event.

Form a team of two to three students.  You will have a maximum of 10 minutes per student to present your topic and analysis of a central Knowledge Question to the class.  Your team may choose any current event that has occurred in this school year (2016-2017); however, you may not pick a topic that any other group is presenting. It is best if you choose a narrow, focused topic and NOT a broad issue such as climate change.  Pick a topic that other students are familiar with so you do not have to waste time introducing the topic. Your job is to analyze a significant knowledge question that is separate from but associated with the ethical issue as your central focus for the research and presentation. The goal is to analyze that knowledge question as it applies to the current event, ethics, and to other real life issues. You will also identify knowledge claim(s), counterclaims, differing perspectives, ethics issues, additional knowledge questions, and the significance of topic as it relates to you, your peers, your family, your school, and/or your community.

Planning, research, and presentations should adhere to the following guidelines:

· Presentation Packet: 

· Print out at least one article that introduces your topic.  

· Turn in an outline that includes the topic of your ethical issue, your central knowledge question, and a bullet list of your presentation subtopics, and your conclusion.
· Choose a topic that presents an ethical issue that clearly shows different perspectives. This is not to be considered simply an academic exercise.  You will need to show some personal perspective (maybe you can relate to what happened or you disagree with a decision that was made) and demonstrate the significance of the topic.

· Identify a central Knowledge Question for your current event.  Be sure it is worded as an “open-ended question, explicitly about knowledge, couched in terms of TOK vocabulary and concepts.” (Quote taken from IBO instructions.)

· Determine how this topic can be approached from different perspectives.  Be sure to present at least two of these to the class.

· Plan to show how the knowledge issue(s) has implications in related topics and/or similar ethical situations. 

· Present evidence/examples that you can analyze, synthesize, and evaluate in terms of your knowledge questions.  The most significant points of your presentation should apply TOK concepts, present differing perspectives, focus on knowledge questions, and identify Ways of Knowing to which your topic relates. 
· Questions to consider in analyzing this as a Knowledge Issue:

· How is your Knowledge Question about Knowledge and not just a question of ethics (even though your topic is about an ethical issue)?

· What are Knowledge Claims of this ethics issue as presented in the article(s)?

· What are the counterclaims? Are these presented in the article, or are they ignored?

· What is the value of Knowledge in this area? How can it be viewed from different perspectives?

· What are the certainties and uncertainties of this Knowledge?

· How is Knowledge justified and/or verified?

· What limitations and biases interfere with the value of Knowledge in this topic?

· How does this issue impact you and others? What is the significance?
· If using PowerPoint or GoogleDocs, be sure that every slide includes a visual and limited wording.  Use a large, easy-to-read font. Follow the Rule of 7—no more than 7 bullet points and no more than 7 words per bullet (less is better). Do NOT use full sentences and long phrases unless sharing an essential quote.  (Any quotes should be read aloud and not just rushed over.  If it is too long to read in class, it should not be included on the slide.)  Include a visual on every slide (but NOT as the background image). Keep in mind that visuals are more effective than written material for your audience.

· Be aware of the internal assessment criteria for the TOK presentation evaluation.
· Your grade will be penalized for going over the time limit by more than a minute.
· This is to be a team presentation.  Side-by-side presentations will earn no higher than a C.
· Proper presentation dress is expected

